EPILO CUE    TO    WAR

Russia. The minority, led by Adler of Austria and
Longuet of France, desired to hold the door ajar for
Lenin (who recognised neither the Conference nor its
Russian delegates) to enter, if and when he would.
It declined therefore to pass any judgment now, and in
due course, in order to sit more comfortably upon its
fence, established a rival organisation of its own, the
Vienna, or Two and a Half, International, as it came to
be known, midway between Berne, (the Second), and
Moscow's rigidly disciplined Third. Thus the curtain
rose upon the tremendous struggle which was to tear
apart every Socialist Party on the Continent, and to
engage MacDonald in efforts as sustained and
courageous as those, which had just concluded, of
war-time.

Meanwhile MacDonald and his colleagues pursued
what had become his last hope of saving something from
the wreckage of the war. The Berne Conference had
appointed a Permanent Commission, of which Mac-
Donald was a member, to continue its work. A delegation
from this Commission, of which MacDonald was again
a member, laid the Berne resolutions before the redoubt-
able Clemenceau on February i6th. Clemenceau, who
received them, ominously enough, at the Ministry of
War, seems to have confined himself to the oracular
observation that in many respects the resolutions were
in agreement with the views of himself and his
colleagues. For the rest, their documents should lie on
the table of the Peace Conference. The phrase, so familiar
to Parliamentarians, was not encouraging. But Berne
had not quite shot its bolt. The Commission met again
at Amsterdam on April 26th. There MacDonald addressed
two huge crowds on May Day, and there he met the
German Socialist Haase, who
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